The results obtained showed low values of total dissolved solids and of conductivity (table I) . The invertebrate fauna revealed the presence at two sites of the form earlier referred to as Paracyclops fimbriatus chiltoni, but currently considered to be distinct at species level, i.e., as Paracyclops chiltoni. At a third site, only the ostracod Heterocypris incongruens was abundantly found. The fourth site corresponded to the Rano Raraku crater lake, which is a permanent pool with an abundant population of Gambusia affinis (Baird & Girard, 1853) (Pisces), the "mosquito-fish", but without any invertebrate fauna that we could collect (table I): probably those organisms were very intensively predated upon by these fishes. Finally, the fifth site corresponded to the crater lake Rano Kau, which is a permanent lake with much submerged vegetation, very difficult to access, and, as far as we have been able to establish, without any crustaceans (table I) .
The results thus revealed low species numbers of planktonic crustaceans, which would agree with the first descriptions by Dumont & Martens (1996) . These authors studied the inland water crustaceans of Easter Island, and described the presence of introduced species that must have originated from Sub-Antarctic latitudes. In this context, the presence of P. chiltoni has been described for continental Chilean inland waters (De los Ríos-Escalante, 2010a) and probably for the Juan Fernández Islands (Brehm, 1936) . The occurrence of P. chiltoni and H. incongruens agrees with the descriptions of Dumont & Martens (1996) . The absence in the present study of the other species described earlier, was probably due to the period of sampling, which, for Dumont & Martens (1996) corresponded to the late Austral winter (last weeks of August), whereas the present study was done at the very end of the southern winter, after the rain period (i.e., around the middle of September).
The introduction of Gambusia affinis in the Rano Raraku and Rano Kau volcanos probably was done for the biological control of mosquitoes, but this speces is an active predator that can cause the extinction of native invertebrate species (Dumont & Martens, 1996; Magliulo-Cepriano et al., 2003; De los Ríos-Escalante, 2010b) . From this point of view, the absence of microcrustaceans at both these sites can possibly be explained, although in Rano Kau Lake the presence of submerged vegetation could provide protection against fish predation. This might explain the presence of cladoceran fossils (Cañellas-Bolta et al., 2012) , which would agree with the results of Dumont & Martens (1996) , who described the presence of fossil cladocerans in the Rano Raraku volcano. To conclude this item, the initial presence of species of crustaceans at both sites seems probable, but their populations may have become extinct (or at least nearly so) due to the introduction of the predatory G. affinis.
